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Research Project - Nature's Fury
                                         Due Date:                         


What is a natural disaster?
A natural disaster is a major event resulting from natural processes of the Earth.  A natural disaster can cause loss of life or property, and typically leaves some economic damage in its wake.

Your Choice:  There are many kinds of natural disasters such as hurricanes, blizzards, tsunamis, Etc. For your research paper, it would be wise to choose one that actually interests you.  To make things even more enjoyable, spend some time investigating disaster that we do not often hear much about. 

Your Task:  Research a natural disaster and compose a paper reporting your research.  This paper must be typed, double spaced, in a 12 point Times or Times New Roman font with 1” margins.  The paper must have a minimum of four (4) paragraphs (as outlined below) and include at least three (3) formal citations. 

Steps for you to follow:

1.  Sign & date the last page of this packet. 
2.  HW - you must present this to your adult for their signature as well.
3.  Return the signed document to Ms. Reinert – TOMORROW.  This is a HW assignment!
4.  Research natural disasters until you find one that really interests you.  Then, take it to your instructor for formal approval.  Approvals are 1st come, 1st served, so get yours approved ASAP!  
5.  Research your chosen disaster and provide information regarding its causes and effects (I.e.: 
	 What causes a tornado?  Why do earthquakes only occur in certain areas? Etc.).
6.  Research a historical event in which your natural disaster has actually occurred and provide information regarding the event and how it unfolded.  Were there any casualties or fatalities?  Was there physical damage to the area?  Was this a costly event? (Hint: Use the 5 W’s!)
7.  Research the steps and precautions that individuals, towns and/or governments should take in order to prevent or survive this natural disaster.  
8.  Complete the graphic organizers provided and use them to help you write a well-organized, four (4) paragraph paper (with a conclusion) that clearly informs your audience of your findings. 
9.  Include a work-cited page that gives credit to the sources you’ve used.  Refer to the information (visual aids & directions) provided to you in the Library.
10.  Proofread your work to make certain that you have used proper English grammar, spelling and usage.  (Hint: The red/green/blue lines on your computer screen indicate that there is a problem with your writing.  Right click on the word/phrase and make the correction.  Free points !!!)
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